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Executive Summary  
Climate change is a global threat ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-being. 
The health of residents living and working in Peterborough City, County, 
Hiawatha First Nation, and Curve Lake First Nation is affected by climate 
change. To better understand the local threat, we conducted a review to 
look at who is most vulnerable to climate change, called a vulnerability 
assessment. This document summarizes this vulnerability assessment. The 
Vulnerability Assessment Technical Report will be released in the coming 
months to accompany this summary report. 
 

Goal 
Peterborough Public Health completed the review to understand how 
climate change affects the health of the community. 
  

Purpose 
This review accomplishes a goal in ttIΩǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ. It helps to support 
further work around climate change adaptation for the community. 
Completion of this work is a requirement of the Ontario Public Health 
Standards. 
 
   

https://www.peterboroughpublichealth.ca/about-us/strategic-plan/
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CLIMATE CHANGE 
HAZARDS AND 
ADAPTATION  
Climate change refers to 
the long-term shift in the 
usual weather patterns of 
a region. The following 
climate-related health 
hazards (climate hazards) 
were assessed:    
 
Á Extreme temperatures  
Á Extreme weather  
Á Food and water 

security and safety  
Á Vector-borne diseases  
Á Air quality   
Á Ultraviolet radiation  
 

CLIMATE HAZARDS CAN BE IMPACTED BY LONG-
TERM SHIFTS IN WEATHER PATTERNS, INCREASES IN 
EXTREME WEATHER, OR BOTH.  
Climate change adaptation means preparing for climate change to reduce the 
harms from climate change. People most vulnerable to the health impacts of 
climate change may face challenges to adapt or do not have the resources to 
protect themselves. Identifying who is most at risk will help the communities 
we serve to support them, including modifying programs and services. Climate 
change vulnerability assessments have been completed by many public health 
authorities in Ontario and across the country to support such work. 
Peterborough Public Health (PPH) offers some programs that support the 
community against climate hazards. Working with partners in the community is 
important for preparing residents for the health impacts of climate change. 
Many partners in the local community have interest in climate change 
adaptation. For example, municipalities and health care providers want to 
ensure that their services and infrastructure can cope with climate change. The 
City of Peterborough released their Community Climate Change Resiliency 
Strategy in 2020, which highlights their interest and commitment to climate 
change adaptation. 

 


